Welcome to the United Benefice of
St Giles Balderton and All Saints Barnby in the Willows
Priest in Charge:
Church Warden
Church Warden
Church Warden

Revd Louise Holliday
Mrs Kath Hirst
Mr Paul Brisbane
Mrs Yvette Wellard

704811
700267
672123
626780

Church Hall Bookings

Mrs Deborah Pollard

672923

Email: Parish Office: stgilesbalderton@gmail.com

Website: www.stgilesbalderton.org.uk

Sunday 10th December
Second Sunday of Advent

Sunday 17th December
Third Sunday of Advent

9.30 am

Parish Eucharist

9.30 am

Parish Eucharist with
Nativity Presentation

OT Reading

Isaiah 40. 1-11
Mr J Denny

OT Reading

Isaiah 61. 1-4, 8-end
Mrs K Mason

2 Peter 3. 8-15a
Mr D Lee

Epistle

1 Thessalonians 5. 16-24
Mr I Lawrence

Mark 1. 1-8
Mr J Dodd

Gospel

John 1. 608, 19-28
Mrs L Lawrence

Intercessions
Offertory

Mr M Wilson
Wives & Friends

11.00 am

Holy Communion
All Saints, Barnby

6.00 pm

Evensong

6.00 pm

Evensong
First Reading

First Reading

1 Kings 22. 1-28
Mrs C Cross

Malachi 3. 1-4; 4
Mrs B Lee

Second Reading
Second Reading

Romans 15. 4-13
Mrs D Pollard

Phillipians 4. 4-7
Mr J Dodd

Epistle

Gospel

1st Balderton Scout Group

Christmas Post
Deliveries to Balderton, Newark, Fernwood,
Coddington, Claypole and Farndon.
Post Box can be found in church. Last collection
Sunday 17th December. Delivery guaranteed by
Friday 22nd December.
Each Christmas Card costs 20p (minimum donation)
Please put your donation in the small envelope
provided. Then post your cards and the small
envelope in the postbox.

'New Star' - Nativity
Sunday 17th December at 9.30am
Rehearsals: Sunday 10th December after morning
service in St. Giles & Saturday 16th December at
9.30am in St. Giles
If you would like to take part please see either John
Dodd or Alison Wilson. We need plenty of shepherds
and angels!

A huge thank you to all those who helped
and supported the St Giles Christmas fair
last Saturday.

Parish Eucharist 10.12.17
Collect
Almighty God,
Purify our hearts and minds,
That when your Son Jesus Christ comes again
As judge and saviour
We may be ready to receive him,
Who is our Lord and God.
OT Reading
Isaiah 40. 1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
3 A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be
made low; the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’
6 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord
blows upon it; surely the people are grass.
8 The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand for ever.
9 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;[a]
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,[b] lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’
10 See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in
his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother
sheep.

Gospel Reading: Mark 1. 1-8
1 The beginning of the good news[a] of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.[
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,[c]
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,[d]
who will prepare your way;
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight”’,
4 John the baptizer appeared[e] in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from
the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were
going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.
7 He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. 8 I have baptized you with[f] water; but he will baptize you
with[g] the Holy Spirit.’
Post Communion Prayer
Father in heaven,
Who sent your Son to redeem the world,
And will send him again to be our judge,
Give us grace so to imitate him
In the humility and purity of his first coming
That, when he comes again,
We may be ready to greet him
With joyful love and firm faith;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Evensong

First Reading
1 Kings 22. 1-28
22 For three years Aram and Israel continued without war. 2 But in
the third year King Jehoshaphat of Judah came down to the king of
Israel. 3 The king of Israel said to his servants, ‘Do you know that
Ramoth-gilead belongs to us, yet we are doing nothing to take it out
of the hand of the king of Aram?’ 4 He said to Jehoshaphat, ‘Will you
go with me to battle at Ramoth-gilead?’ Jehoshaphat replied to the
Epistle : 2 Peter 3. 8-15a
king of Israel, ‘I am as you are; my people are your people, my horses
8 But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day are your horses.’
is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9 The 5 But Jehoshaphat also said to the king of Israel, ‘Inquire first for the
Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is word of the Lord.’ 6 Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets
patient with you,[a] not wanting any to perish, but all to come to
together, about four hundred of them, and said to them, ‘Shall I go
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and
to battle against Ramoth-gilead, or shall I refrain?’ They said, ‘Go up;
then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements for the Lord will give it into the hand of the king.’ 7 But Jehoshaphat
will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done said, ‘Is there no other prophet of the Lord here of whom we may
on it will be disclosed.[b]
inquire?’ 8 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, ‘There is still one
other by whom we may inquire of the Lord, Micaiah son of Imlah; but
11 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of I hate him, for he never prophesies anything favourable about me,
people ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness,
but only disaster.’ Jehoshaphat said, ‘Let the king not say such a
12 waiting for and hastening[c] the coming of the day of God,
thing.’
because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and
the elements will melt with fire? 13 But, in accordance with his
9 Then the king of Israel summoned an officer and said, ‘Bring quickly
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where
Micaiah son of Imlah.’ 10 Now the king of Israel and King
righteousness is at home.
Jehoshaphat of Judah were sitting on their thrones, arrayed in their
robes, at the threshing-floor at the entrance of the gate of Samaria;
14 Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive and all the prophets were prophesying before them. 11 Zedekiah son
to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15 and regard of Chenaanah made for himself horns of iron, and he said, ‘Thus says
the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our beloved brother
the Lord: With these you shall gore the Arameans until they are
Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given to him,
destroyed.’ 12 All the prophets were prophesying the same and
saying, ‘Go up to Ramoth-gilead and triumph; the Lord will give it
into the hand of the king.’
13 The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him,
‘Look, the words of the prophets with one accord are favourable to

the king; let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak
favourably.’ 14 But Micaiah said, ‘As the Lord lives, whatever the
Lord says to me, that I will speak.’
15 When he had come to the king, the king said to him, ‘Micaiah,
shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we refrain?’ He
answered him, ‘Go up and triumph; the Lord will give it into the
hand of the king.’ 16 But the king said to him, ‘How many times
must I make you swear to tell me nothing but the truth in the name
of the Lord?’ 17 Then Micaiah[a] said, ‘I saw all Israel scattered on
the mountains, like sheep that have no shepherd; and the Lord
said, “These have no master; let each one go home in peace.”’
18 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, ‘Did I not tell you that he
would not prophesy anything favourable about me, but only
disaster?’
19 Then Micaiah[b] said, ‘Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I
saw the Lord sitting on his throne, with all the host of heaven
standing beside him to the right and to the left of him. 20 And the
Lord said, “Who will entice Ahab, so that he may go up and fall at
Ramoth-gilead?” Then one said one thing, and another said
another, 21 until a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord,
saying, “I will entice him.” 22 “How?” the Lord asked him. He
replied, “I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his
prophets.” Then the Lord[c] said, “You are to entice him, and you
shall succeed; go out and do it.” 23 So you see, the Lord has put a
lying spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets; the Lord has
decreed disaster for you.’
24 Then Zedekiah son of Chenaanah came up to Micaiah, slapped
him on the cheek, and said, ‘Which way did the spirit of the Lord
pass from me to speak to you?’ 25 Micaiah replied, ‘You will find
out on that day when you go in to hide in an inner chamber.’
26 The king of Israel then ordered, ‘Take Micaiah, and return him
to Amon the governor of the city and to Joash the king’s son,
27 and say, “Thus says the king: Put this fellow in prison, and feed
him on reduced rations of bread and water until I come in peace.”’
28 Micaiah said, ‘If you return in peace, the Lord has not spoken by
me.’ And he said, ‘Hear, you peoples, all of you!’
Second Reading
Romans 15. 4-13
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of
the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed
you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a
servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order
that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and
in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written,
‘Therefore I will confess[a] you among the Gentiles,
and sing praises to your name’;
10 and again he says,
‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’;
11 and again,
‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him’;
12 and again Isaiah says,
‘The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.’
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

SAVE THE CHILDREN CHRISTMAS
CAROL QUIZ SHEET
£1 Available from Alison Wilson
and Jean Newson
On behalf of everyone at Foodbank I want to say a huge
thank you for your continued support of Foodbank.
We have not asked for specific Christmas donations but if
you do donate items for Christmas they MUST be alcohol
free.
FOOD ITEMS:
INSTANT MASHED POTATO; LONG LIFE UHT JUICE;
SUGAR; JAM; TINNED/MICROWAVEABLE SPONGE
PUDDINGS; CHOCOLATE BISCUIT BARS; JAM.
NON-FOOD ITEMS; SHAMPOO; LOO ROLLS;
TOOTHPASTES
May I wish you all a very happy, peaceful and blessed
Christmas, with the emphasis being on the "CHRIST" in
Christmas.
With my very best wishes, Linda Lawrence

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
Monday 11th December
6.00 pm Bellringing Practice
7.00pm Happiness Lab Introductions, The Vicarage
Tuesday 12th December
There will be NO Surgery
6.00 pm Fernwood Carols, Community Centre
Wednesday 13th December
6.30 pm Scouts Carol Servixce
Thursday 14th December
9.45 am Holy Communion
7.30 pm Advent Course
Friday 15th December
6.30 pm Choir Practice
Saturday 16th December
9.30 am Nativity Rehearsal
9.30am-12 noon Carols in Newark market place
Churches Together
Monday 18th December
7.00 pm Barnby Carol Service
Tuesday 19th December
9.45 & 1.45 Chuter Ede Christmas Services
2.30 pm Carols at The Oaks
6-7pm NO SURGERY
Wednesday 20th December
7.00 pm St Giles Carol Service
Thursday 21st December
1100 am Carols at Lancaster Grange
6.00 pm Carols in the Castle (Newark)
7.30 pm Advent Course
Friday 22nd December
1.30 pm John Hunt School in St Giles
Christmas Eve
9.30 am Parish Eucharist with Baptism
3.00 pm Christingle
11.30 pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
8.00 am Holy Communion, St Giles
10.30 am Family Service, St Giles
10.00 am Family Eucharist, Barnby
Saturday 30th December
2.00 pm Wedding, St Giles
Sunday 31st December
9.30 am
Parish Eucharist
6.00 pm NO EVENSONG
Saturday 6th January
4.00 pm Joint Benefice Service
“Coming Together & New Beginnings”
All Saints, Coddington

Home Groups: Don’t forget our Home
Group that meets fortnightly at Gill Peterson’s
has now finished for Christmas. It will start
again on Tuesday 9th January with a study on
prayer. We start with coffee and chat at 10.15 am. Study
10.30-11.45 am.
Please get in touch if you are interested in joining.
Revd Louise

Seasons Greetings !

We have a large Christmas Card in

church again this year. Please feel free to use it to send a seasonal
message to all your friends at St Giles.
Donations can be placed in the box provided and will be sent on to a
charity (maybe the amount you would have spent on individual cards.

