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Sunday 17th December
Third Sunday of Advent
9.30 am

Parish Eucharist with
Nativity Presentation

OT Reading

Isaiah 61. 1-4, 8-end
Mrs K Mason

Epistle

1 Thessalonians 5. 16-24
Mr I Lawrence

Gospel

John 1. 608, 19-28
Mrs L Lawrence

11.00 am

Holy Communion
All Saints, Barnby

6.00 pm
First Reading

Sunday 24th December
Christmas Eve
9.30 am

Parish Eucharist with Baptism
We are pleased to welcome Holly Rose
Charleton Cowen, her family and
friends into church today.

OT Reading

2 Samuel 7. 1-11, 16
Mrs J Newson

Epistle

Romans 16. 25-end
Mrs C Wiltshire

Gospel

Luke 1. 26-38
Mrs P Peel

Evensong

Intercessions
Offertory

Mr J Dodd
Wednesday Group

Malachi 3. 1-4; 4
Mrs B Lee

3.00 pm

Christingle

Phillipians 4. 4-7
Mr J Dodd

11.30 pm

Midnight Eucharist

OT Reading

Isaiah 52. 7-10

1st Balderton Scout Group

Epistle

Hebrews 1. 1-4 (5-12)

Christmas Post

Gospel

John 1. 1-14

Second Reading

Deliveries to Balderton, Newark, Fernwood,
Coddington, Claypole and Farndon.
Post Box can be found in church. Last collection
Sunday 17th December. Delivery guaranteed by
Friday 22nd December.
Each Christmas Card costs 20p (minimum
donation)
Please put your donation in the small envelope
provided. Then post your cards and the small
envelope in the postbox.

Christmas Day
8.00 am

Holy Communion, St Giles

10.30 am

Family Service, St Giles Balderton

10.00 am

Holy Communion, All Saints, Barnby

Parish Eucharist 17.12.17
Collect
God for whom we watch and wait
You sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your
Son; Give us courage to speak the truth,
To hunger for justice,
And to suffer for the cause of right,
With Jesus Christ our Lord.
OT Reading
Isaiah 61. 1-4, 8-end
61 The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations
8 For I the Lord love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;[a]
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9 Their descendants shall be known among the
nations, and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
Epistle
1 Thessalonians 5. 16-24
6 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit.
20 Do not despise the words of prophets,[a] 21 but
test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22 abstain
from every form of evil.
23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely;
and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound
[b] and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will
do this.
Gospel
John 1. 608, 19-28
19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
‘Who are you?’ 20 He confessed and did not deny it,
but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’[a] 21 And they
asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am
not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’
22 Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have
an answer for those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?’ 23 He said,
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord”’, as the prophet
Isaiah said.
24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.
25 They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you
are neither the Messiah,[b] nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?’ 26 John answered them, ‘I baptize with
water. Among you stands one whom you do not know,
27 the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to
untie the thong of his sandal.’ 28 This took place in
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
Post Communion Prayer
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts;
Kindle in us the fire of your Spirit,
That when your Christ comes again
We may shine as lights before his face;
Who is alive and reigns now and for ever. Amen

Evensong
First Reading
Malachi 3. 1-4; 4
3 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the
Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will

purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord
in righteousness.[a] 4 Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of
old and as in former years.
4 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when
all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the
day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor
branch. 2 But for you who revere my name the sun of
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. You
shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And
you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be
ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I
act, says the Lord of hosts.
On behalf of everyone at Foodbank I want to say a huge
thank you for your continued support of Foodbank.
We have not asked for specific Christmas donations but if
you do donate items for Christmas they MUST be alcohol
free.

4 Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the
statutes and ordinances that I commanded him at
Horeb for all Israel.
5 Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the
great and terrible day of the Lord comes. 6 He will
turn the hearts of parents to their children and the
hearts of children to their parents, so that I will not
come and strike the land with a curse.
Second Reading Phillipians 4. 4-7
4 Rejoice[a] in the Lord always; again I will say,
Rejoice.[b] 5 Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

FOOD ITEMS:
INSTANT MASHED POTATO; LONG LIFE UHT JUICE;
SUGAR; JAM; TINNED/MICROWAVEABLE SPONGE
PUDDINGS; CHOCOLATE BISCUIT BARS; JAM.
NON-FOOD ITEMS; SHAMPOO; LOO ROLLS;
TOOTHPASTES
May I wish you all a very happy, peaceful and blessed
Christmas, with the emphasis being on the "CHRIST" in
Christmas.

200 Club for the
Development Fund for St Giles Community Hall
The December 2017 Draw for the 200 Club took place on
the 5th December at Open Church. The results were:
1st Prize of £44.80
went to number 19 held by Ian Lawrence.
2nd Prize of £19.20
went to number 118 held by Kath Hirst.
Congratulations!
The 200 Club Development Fund benefited by
£64.
If you are not already a member, you can subscribe and
your number(s) will be included in the monthly
draw. Rules and application forms are in
the Hall foyer and at the crossing in Church.

OPEN CHURCH:
St Giles is open throughout the autumn and
winter every Wednesday between 2 and 3 pm.

Mrs Dilys Carby is St Giles’ Parish Safeguarding Co-Ordinator
Please speak to her if you have any concerns regarding the safety of children or vulnerable adults

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
Monday 18th December
6.00 pm Bellringing Practice
7.00 pm Barnby Carol Service
Tuesday 19th December
There will be NO Surgery
9.45 & 1.45 Chuter Ede Christmas Services
2.30 pm Carols at The Oaks
Wednesday 20th December
7.00 pm St Giles Carol Service
Thursday 21st December
1100 am Carols at Lancaster Grange
11.00 am Funeral of Louise Marriott at Sherwood Crem
6.00 pm Carols in the Castle (Newark)
7.30 pm Advent Course
Friday 22nd December
1.30 pm John Hunt School in St Giles
Christmas Eve
9.30 am Parish Eucharist with Baptism
3.00 pm Christingle
11.30 pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
8.00 am Holy Communion, St Giles
10.30 am Family Service, St Giles

Seasons Greetings !

We have a large

Christmas Card in church again this year. Please feel free
to use it to send a seasonal message to all your friends at
St Giles.
Donations can be placed in the box provided and will be
sent on to a charity (maybe the amount you would have
spent on individual cards.

Home Groups: Don’t forget our Home
Group that meets fortnightly at Gill Peterson’s
has now finished for Christmas. It will start
again on Tuesday 9th January with a study on
prayer. We start with coffee and chat at 10.15 am. Study
10.30-11.45 am.
Please get in touch if you are interested in joining.
Revd Louise

As many of you will know from January 1st
2018 All Saints Coddington will join us as we
become a new benefice
“St Giles, Balderton, All Saints, Barnby in the
Willows & All Saints, Coddington.”
We come together to celebrate Epiphany and
new beginnings (see poster to the right) and
would like to urge you to come along as we join
together on this special occasion.
Please also give lifts to those that need them.
It’s a bring and share tea and food may be left
in Coddington Village Hall from 3pm.

10.00 am Family Eucharist, Barnby
Sunday 31st December
9.30 am
Parish Eucharist
6.00 pm NO EVENSONG
Saturday 6th January
4.00 pm Joint Benefice Service
“Coming Together & New Beginnings”
All Saints, Coddington
Sunday 7th January
10.30 am
Covenant Service with the Methodists
Tuesday 9th January
10.15 am Holy Group starts up again
7.30 pm PCC Meeting, St Giles Community Hall
Thursday 11th January
7.00 pm Happiness Lab starts at Chesters
Saturday 13th January
7.00 pm 70s/80s Dance, St Giles Community Hall
Wednesday 7th February
7.30 pm “Your Wedding in the Benefice”
Wedding get-together for couples marrying in 2018
Friday 9th February
730 pm Fundraising Quiz Night
for St Giles’ Community Hall
Wednesday 14th February: Ash Wednesday
7.30 pm Benefice Service “Holy Communion & Imposition of
Ashes at St Giles, Balderton

