THE HISTORY OF
ST GILES’ BELLS

There may have been three or four
bells in the tower about 1736-1740,
but very little information is available
concerning those hung prior to 1842,
when five of the present eight bells
were installed. They bear the i .
following inscriptions: \\

N°8 'Jehova Jireh. John Taylor Bellfounder
1842' which is the heaviest. It is the
Passing Bell, and the one on which the
clock strikes.

N°7  'John Taylor (Pilgrim) Bellfounder 1842'

N°6 'Y
J : TD Founder
18 OR 42'

N°5 '+ Deo et Ecclesiae+' on one side, and
'‘John Taylor Fecit 1842' on the other side.

N°4 'F Apthorpe — Vicar
W Smithson — Curate
W Withers T Rawding C W
(Churchwardens)

J Selby — Parish Clerk 1842'

N°3  'Post Bellum Africanum Pax 1900
James Farmer MA Vicar
W D Warwick )

W Knight ) Wardens'

This bell was presented by the Revd J Farmer,
Vicar 1892-1902 at the conclusion of the Boer
War. This was the small treble bell which was
mounted on a separate frame above the main
frame, and which became unsafe in 1931, when
the bell was removed for twenty years. All the
bells had been re-hung in 1909.

In 1951 the six bells were cleaned and re-tuned
at John Taylor's foundry, Loughborough, and re-
fitted on a new ball-bearing bell frame. A new
Ringing Chamber was constructed between the
Tower Vestry on the ground floor, and the clock
chamber, from where the bells were previously
rung.

The peal of six bells was increased to eight in
1962; the two new bells being at the treble end of
the scale, and the existing bells were re-tuned to
the new scale.

The details of the new bells are as follows:

N° 2 'John Taylor and Co Founders,
Loughborough.
Presented by Thomas Johnson
in memory of his wife Florence
Amy 1962'

N° 1 '‘John Taylor and Co Founders,
Loughborough
Geoffrey W J Springett — Vicar
Thomas H Manning )
Harold Robinson )
Churchwardens 1962

If you would like to find out more
or see us in action, please talk to John
Dodd (Tower Captain) 01636 679000

or email jmdodd1957 @gmail.com

or come along one Monday evening
from 7pm when we practise.

BELL RINGING

'

MONDAY NIGHT IS
PRACTICE NIGHT
FROM 7.00 PM

COME & HAVE A GO
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