Sunday 23rd August:
Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
This week’s Bible readings
Exodus 1.8 - 2.10
Romans 12. 1-8
Matthew 16. 13-20

Dear friends
Organised co-ordination – that’s a new for the Church of
England I hear you say!
I have now been retired three years from full time ministry. If I’m
honest I’m not sorry when I witness the increase in work and stress
Rev Louise and all ministers have at this time because of Covid.
Trying to ensure that our churches follow ever changing rules and
regulations whilst continuing God’s ministry. Co-ordinating all
aspects of church ministry both in and out of the building is a full
time job in itself.
So many people are experiencing that same increase in stress as
they have to focus on coping with the demands of these difficult
times – dare I mention education for example!
The trouble is we easily fall into the trap of never allowing
ourselves time to sit down and think about anything else. How
many times have you felt that one day you will meet yourself
coming back?
For those of us who feel we now have too much time on our hands,
the same applies. We can get sucked into a routine that just lets
time pass. We all need to take a break from our routine. The
trouble is that mobile phones, laptops, tablets etc. mean that we
find it harder and harder to have that break. We take our daily
routine, with us. It is so easy and therefore so tempting to answer
emails whilst walking the dog, check the diary whilst having a meal
with the family etc. When walking Rosie around the local parks we
so often see people on the phone whilst children or dogs are
wandering behind.
The opportunity to take a deliberate break from your routine and
soak in God’s wonderful creation is one I would strongly
recommend you take. What does the poem by W. H. Davies say to
us?

What is this life if, full of care, we have no time to stand and stare.
No time to stand beneath the boughs and stare as long as sheep or
cows.
No time to see, when woods we pass, where squirrels hide their
nuts in grass.
No time to see, in broad daylight, streams full of stars, like skies at
night.
No time to turn at Beauty's glance, and watch her feet, how they
can dance.
No time to wait till her mouth can enrich that smile her eyes began.
A poor life this if, full of care, we have no time to stand and stare.
God didn’t design us to be machines that operate at 100mph or be
creatures of habit and routine. He made us to enjoy life and gave
us everything needed to do just that. Why not read the poem. Why
not just take time out – and chill.
Revd John
200 Club to raise funds for improving the
St Giles Community Hall
Draws for the 200 Club took place as follows:
14th July at the PCC meeting in Church:
First Prize of £50.40 went to No.40 held by Christine Wiltshire.
Second prize of £21.60 went to No.69 held by Ros Eagles.
£72.00 was raised for the Community Hall Development Fund.
12th August at a socially distanced outside gathering of 8
parishioners which included 5 members of the PCC:
First Prize of £49.00 went to No.20 held by Christine Wiltshire.
Second prize of £21.00 went to No.67 held by Lorna Caddy.
£70.00 was raised for the Community Hall Development Fund.
Well done to those who won and thanks to those who
subscribe. If you would like to join (£2 per month per number
in the draw) and in doing so help raise funds for Hall
improvements, please contact me at lindian002@gmail.com or
ring me on 01636 605226 and I will provide you with the
relevant forms.
Ian Lawrence, Church Warden St Giles.
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We are really looking forward to gathering together again for worship,
- from Sunday 6th September.
Can you Support St Giles when we open for worship?
As you will know by now, barring another lockdown, we are planning to open up the churches in our Benefice for worship from the
beginning of September.
Initially, St Giles will hold a communion service starting at 10.00am
every Thursday and on the first, third and fifth Sundays. Sunday
services on the second Sunday will be at Barnby and on the fourth
Sunday at Coddington.
Because of the need to maintain social distancing, much of the
seating cannot be used so we may experience difficulties in accommodating everyone in the Benefice. We are therefore asking parishioners from the Benefice if they could limit their attendance to
one service a week and to choose either the Sunday or the Thursday service.
Services will have a different format:

•
•
•
•

Face coverings must be worn by all.
Services will be shorter than we were accustomed to.
There will be no singing, therefore hymn books will not be
needed. A service sheet (which will be quarantined for 72
hours after use) may be used.
Only the president will officiate at the altar so there will be no
servers.

•

Only the president will take wine at communion. Parishioners
will remain in their pews and the president will bring the host
to parishioners.
• Offertory will be via open plate retiring collection.
We will of course give further details in due course however in the
meantime we are looking for volunteers to act as sides-persons/
stewards and to read passages from the bible. Some of our regular
stewards and readers are shielding so we are asking if others in our
congregation could help us out.
If you would be happy to assist, please can you email me
at lindian002@gmail.com or ring me on 01636 605226 and let me
know:
·
Your preferences for assisting on Thursdays, Sundays or either.
·
The roles that you would be prepared to assist with.
·
Any dates that would be difficult for you.

Depending on the responses I receive, I will produce a draft rota
before the beginning of September.
Thank you, Ian Lawrence, Church Warden, St Giles

If you are “online” you can also access our weekly e-bulletin by signing up on our website
www.bbc-churches.org.uk or alternatively give us a call and we can do it for you.

