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GET IN TOUCH:    Email: stgilesbalderton@gmail.com  Tel: 01636 704811 

Sunday 29th November 
Advent Sunday 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS: 

Isaiah 64. 1-9 
1 Corinthians 1. 3-9 

Mark 13. 24-37 

OUR ADVENT SERVICE THIS WEEK WILL BE ONLINE AND 
PUBLISHED IN THE USUAL WAY, VIA FACEBOOK AND OUR 

WEBSITE. 
 

WE ARE REALLY PLEASED THOUGHT THAT SERVICES WILL 
RESUME IN OUR CHURHCES ON SUNDAY  

6TH DECEMBER 
 

10.30 AM  ST GILES — 6.12.2020 

-  Shine a light this Christmas  - 
 
I’m sure I’m not the only one who will be pleased to see the back 
of this year. 2020 has been a challenge on so many levels and 
there is no aspect of our lives, as individuals or as community, 
that hasn’t been impacted by Covid-19. Back in March, as the 
first lockdown began, we were hopeful that by this time in the 
year things would have returned to normal, or almost at least, 
but here we are, facing the prospect of a very different kind of 
Christmas. 
 
And yet, in the midst of the anxiety and despite personal 
hardship, members of the community have rallied to offer 
support and step in where national provision has fallen short. 
Out of the darkness has emerged the light of neighbour caring 
for neighbour, new friendships and groups joining forces to take 
care of the most vulnerable members 
of society. As time passes it is 
becoming increasingly clear that we 
cannot go back ‘to normal’ but we can 
look forward together to a ‘new 
normal’ and we can all play a part in 
bringing that about.  
 
On 1st December the Church begins 
the journey through the season of 
Advent. This time offers the 
opportunity to reflect on what we 
hope for as we prepare for the 
celebration of Christmas Day, not in 
the sense of what gifts we hope to 
receive, but what good we hope for in 
our lives and the lives of our loved 
ones. As we prepare to remember the 
birth of Jesus, who was heralded as 
the Prince of Peace, we are invited to 
consider what makes for a peace-filled 
life. 
Perhaps more than ever, this year, we 
would benefit from taking time to think about that. Of course, 
Advent can be a very busy time too, with the preparations for 
Christmas; the shopping for presents and food. It can also be a 
time of heightened anxiety for many, with the added financial 
pressure, alongside the prospect of spending time with family 
members with whom we don’t always see eye to eye. 
 
So, I wonder if this year, in response to the restrictions and the 

changes we are facing, we think about how 
we can celebrate the season of Christmas in a 
way that brings light to our community. 
Maybe as well as our chocolate Advent 
calendar, we could have an Advent ‘To Do 
List’. Each day through December, we could 
commit to doing something to help our 
community. It doesn’t have to be a grand 
gesture; a litter pick, a donation to a local 
charity, a phone call to a lonely neighbour, a 
smile.  
Research suggests that helping others is good 
for our own well-being and now, I believe, is 
the time to consider what kind of community 
we want to live in and take action to make it 
our reality. 
 
Perhaps you could think about having an 
Advent candle this year too, as well as a 
calendar, and as you light it each day 
remember that Jesus called himself the light 
of the world. The thing about light is that it 

dispels darkness, but darkness cannot dispel the light. We can 
follow in his footsteps by committing ourselves to being a light 
in the darkness for others through our acts of kindness. Let’s 
do that together this Advent. 
 
Have a peace-filled Christmas. 
 
With love and prayer,    Rev Louise 



VESTRY HOUR 
Please note that there is no vestry hour on a Tuesday until further 
notice.  If you would like to speak to someone with regards to a 
baptism or wedding please call 01636 704811.  Thank you.  


