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“Create in me a clean heart, O
God; and put a new spirit within
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Lord Jesus, each year we place this cross on our
forehead,

As a sign of our brokenness and sin,

And we pray for you to turn our hearts back to you.

Lord Jesus, each year the priest’s hand touches and
marks us,

With the sign of your cross.

To say we belong to you and we yearn for your
healing touch.

Lord Jesus, this year we cannot touch each other as
we once did,

We are broken and in need of your touch,

To come close and heal us.

Lord Jesus, this year place the cross in our hearts
and minds,

As a sign of our dependence on you,

And turn your merciful gaze upon us in our need.
Amen.
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