
The BBC Group of Churches 
St Giles, Balderton, All Saints, Barnby in the Willows & All Saints, Coddington 

GET IN TOUCH:    Email: stgilesbalderton@gmail.com  Tel: 01636 704811 

PEW SHEET 
Sunday 5th December 2021  : Second Sunday of Advent 

 
A big WELCOME to each and every one of you here today ! 

"IT'S A GREAT STORY"      
 

It’s a great story: someone arrives in our world 
from somewhere else, with strange powers, and 
points to a universe filled with greater possibilities 
than we had previously imagined. They live in 
ways that draw us out of the everyday and help us 
to find new meaning in old traditions. They 
awaken in us new love, then they depart, but leave 
us with a hope of a reunion one day. 
 
It is, of course, the story of … this year’s John 
Lewis Christmas advert. 
 
The young alien girl and the young earth boy strike 
up an unlikely relationship while she repairs her 
damaged spaceship, getting into amusing scrapes 
along the way. And then she’s gone, except that, 
now the boy knows she exists, she never will be 
really gone. 
 
So, the advert which, at first glance, has little to do 
with Christmas, perfectly mirrors the original 
Christmas story. 
 
Jesus, too, came from beyond our world, with 
power to heal, to provide, to forgive. He pointed 
to far vaster truths than our everyday world lets 
us imagine. He taught us the best way to live, 
and showed us the true face of love, ultimately 
dying for our salvation. He rose from death, 
meaning that nothing could be the same ever 
again: the knowledge of something beyond this 
life gives new meaning to everything. 
 
John Lewis, like any other business, want to sell 
their products: they want to catch our 
imaginations, our emotions, our wallets. The 
stories they use to do that are effective because 
they tap into the great Story which shapes our 
world – the story of God’s plan for humanity. 

 
We all yearn for our lives to have meaning, and 
there is no greater meaning to be found than 
knowing that we are loved by God and so can 
transcend our mortality. It’s the knowledge that 
reframes our existence even more than meeting a 
bona-fide alien would. 
 
Whether or not John Lewis gets your business this 
Christmas, and whether or not their advert has 
anything to do with it, listen afresh to the 
Christmas story this year. Let it give you a new 
perspective and reshape you, and may you be 
blessed by the Christ Child, once and forever 
present with us. 
  
With love and prayer, 
Revd Louise  
 

NEXT WEEK’S  SERVICES  
 

Sunday 12th December:  Third Sunday of Advent 
10.00 am Family Communion, St Giles, Balderton 
10.00 am Family Communion,  
All Saints, Barnby in the Willows 
4.00 pm Christingle, All Saints, Coddington  
(Tickets only) 
 
Thursday 16th December 
10.00 am Holy Communion, St Giles, Balderton  

Please note that there will be no "Surgery" in St Giles 

on Tuesday 7th, 21st and 28th December.  





Readings: 5th December 
 

Collect 
Almighty God] 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as 
judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 
 
Malachi 3. 1-4 
3 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way 
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says 
the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
 
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he 
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold 
and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness.4 Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of 
old and as in former years. 
 

Luke 3. 1-6 
Tiberius was Emperor of Rome. Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea. Herod was ruler of Galilee and 
Philip and Lysanias were the other local rulers. Annas 
and Caiaphas were the high priests. These were the 
powerful people when the word of God came to John, 
son of Zechariah. John went through the whole district 
around the river Jordan, teaching people that they 
must repent and turn away from sin, and be baptized, 
as a sign of a new way of life with God. 
 

The prophet Isaiah had described it like this when he 
said: ‘A voice will cry out in the wilderness: “Prepare a 
way for the Lord! Make his paths straight. All the 
valleys will be filled in, and the mountains lowered 
down to make the road smooth and straight. Then 
everyone will see how God will save us.”’ 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world, 
and will send him again to be our judge; 
give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and 
purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen  



Our Churchwardens’ Contact Details  
 
St Giles, Balderton:  
Ian Lawrence: 01636 605226  
 

All Saints, Barnby in the Willows  
Yvette Wellard: 01636 626780  

All Saints, Coddington  
Yvonne Hayman: 01636 673204  
Susan Lovell: 01636 676707  

ADVENT CANDLES 

 

Advent 2 
Prophet voices loudly crying 
Making pathways clear 
Glimpsing glory, self-denying, 
Calling all to hear. 
Through their message – challenged, shaken 
hearts awaken: God is near!  

SAVE THE CHILDREN 

Quiz Sheets on Songs from the musicals, now available, 

price £1 from Jean Newson 01636 673970 and Alison 

Wilson 01636 673298.  

CAROL SINGING IN OUR COMMUNITY 
 

Monday 13th December 
Outside Lancaster Grange at 2.00pm 
 

Monday 13th December 
outside Balderton Hall  (near Fernwood Village Hall) at 
6.00pm with Chuter Ede Choir 
 

Wednesday 15th December 
Outside The Oaks at 2.00pm 
 

If you would like to join in the Carol Singing at our local 
care homes, please let Alison Wilson know.  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 
 

Tuesday 7th December 
10.00 am Prayer Time - online 

2.00 pm Coddington PCC Meeting 
6-7pm Vestry Hour, St Giles, Balderton 

 

Wednesday 8th December 
7.30 pm Encounter - online 

 

Friday 10th December 
7.30 pm Youth Group meet  
in St Giles' Community Hall 

 

Tuesday 14th December 
7.30 pm St Giles PCC Meeting  

DEANERY CONFIRMATION SERVICE 
 

St Giles will host the Newark & Southwell Deanery 
Confirmation Service on Sunday 6th February 2022 at 
6pm.    Would you like to find out more about 
confirmation ?   Revd Louise would be delighted to talk 
with you.  01636 704811  

MAGAZINES 

Have you got your copy of the ‘Benefice Bulletin’, the 
new quarterly magazine? There are plenty still 
available, suggested donation £2.   Available from 
church, or by asking a church member to pick you a 
copy up.  

Last Sunday we 
said a huge 
THANK YOU to 
Derrick for his 
many years of 
faithful service at 
St Giles.   

CHRISTINGLE SERVICES 
This year you will need a free ticket to attend one of 
our Christingle services.  These can be obtained via 
Eventbrite.  More information is on our website   
www.bbc-churches.org.uk/christmas-2021/ 
 
All Saints Coddington—12/12/21  - on sale now 
St Giles Balderton — 24/12/21 — on sale now 


