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loss and sacrifice, and yet knowing in our hearts 
that it was not in vain – and that the promise of 
hope and new life will be fulfilled. 
 
The week concludes with Easter Saturday – Easter 
Eve, a day that has often been described as ‘The 
day of waiting’ as we anticipate the joy that lies 
ahead. 
 
And then the great day dawns – Easter Sunday – 
the greatest feast in the Christian calendar as we 
celebrate the resurrection of our risen Lord.  This 
wonderous occasion will be celebrated in all our 
three churches in the benefice and I would 
encourage everyone to attend. 
 
Details of all our services during Holy week and on 
Easter day itself can be found on our www.bbc-
churches.org.uk website, the back cover of the 
Benefice Bulletin and on all our noticeboards. 
 
May I wish you all a truly joyous Easter,    
Revd Phil Smith . 

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 

St Giles will be carrying out an annual review of the electoral roll 
between 26th March and 16th April 2023. If you are already on 
the roll you do not need to do anything but if you are not please 
speak to Jean Newson (01636 673970) or to the vicar about 
joining it. A copy of the current roll is in the church porch.  
 

VESTRY HOUR 
Please note that there will be NO VESTRY HOUR on Tuesday 4th 

and 11th April.  
 

FINAL LENT PRAYER WALK 
Please join us for our final Lent prayer walk on Monday 3rd April 
at 11am starting at St Giles.  You are all welcome.  

APRIL'S LETTER FROM OUR 
MINISTRY TEAM... 

Hopefully by now we have seen the last ‘flurry of 
winter’ and are well and truly enjoying the 
pleasures of Spring with all the sense of fresh 
renewal it has to offer. 
 
This April of course marks the end of the Season of 
Lent on Easter Eve,  as we await the greatest 
celebration of them all – the resurrection of dear 
Lord on Easter Sunday.  The season of Lent has 
been preparing us for this occasion and no more 
so than the week leading up to Easter – Holy 
Week.  
 
Holy Week is not only the most important week of 
the Christian year; it is an opportunity for us all to 
gain a deeper experience of life and faith. 
 
The week begins with Palm Sunday when we 
celebrate Jesus’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem, 
being greeted by the gathered crowds with the 
waving of palm branches. For Christians, it is a 
reminder of the welcoming of Jesus into our and 
our willingness to follow him. 
 
On Holy Thursday – or probably better known as 
Maundy Thursday (after the Latin mandatum or 
command to love one another) is the day when 
Christians commemorate the Last Supper of Jesus. 
Traditionally this may involve the washing of feet 
of church members, just as Jesus washed the feet 
of his disciples. This is a sign of the need to love 
one another and to serve all people especially the 
poor. 
 
Good Friday is a solemn day on which Christians 
recall the death of Jesus - a time for meditating 
upon the meaning of the cross with that sense of 
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FAIRTRADE 
 

St Giles are moving over to 
Fairtrade refreshments.  If you do 
donate anything to us in the future 
please can you make sure it's 
Fairtrade, which is available in 
most supermarkets. Thank you !  

READINGS  
 

Collect 
True and humble King, hailed by the crowd as Messiah; grant us the faith to 
know you and love you, that we may be found beside you on the way of the 
cross, which is the path of glory. 
 
Reading:  Matthew 21. 1-11 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, and 
in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: give us the mind to follow 
you and to proclaim you as Lord and King, to the glory of God the 
Father. Amen  

ST GILES' QUIZ NIGHT 
FRIDAY 21st APRIL at 7.00pm in St. Giles' Community Hall 
In aid of Community Hall development fund. 
 
Tickets £10 (with fish and chips supper) now available from Alison Wilson 
673298 and Jean Newson 673970 
Please bring your own drink.  

IF YOU CAN'T COME TO CHURCH, THE 
CHURCH WILL COME TO YOU... 

Requests for Home Communions should be made to Revd. 
Phil Smith. 
 
Requests for Home Visits should be made to the group co-
ordinator, Chris Wilkes, who will arrange for someone to 
visit. His contact details are as 
follows:  crwilkes@btinternet.com  (e-mail is preferred 
means of contact) or phone:  01636 385650.  

EASTER FLOWERS 
We are decorating St Giles for Easter with 
vases of spring flowers. 
 
If you'd like to contribute we would love you 
to bring a vase of spring flowers on Saturday 
8th April at any time between 9am and 
11.30 am to church, or alternatively give a 
donation to our Jill Eagles (our verger) or 
Christine Lathlane.   
 
Please note that there is a wedding that day 
at 2.30 pm.  
 
EASTER DAY FUN 
There will be an egg hunt in St Giles' Church 
after the morning service.  This will be fol-
lowed by egg rolling outside.  Children need 
to bring their own hard boiled and decorat-
ed egg to roll down the slope outside the 
tower door. 
 
The owner of the egg that travels the fur-
thest will receive a prize.  

A WONDERFUL AFTERNOON TEA 
The money raised at the Afternoon Tea, 
including donations, totalled £380.00.  We 
were also given a generous donation from 
our local Tesco Store.   
  
A huge thank you to all of you who sup-
ported us, the organisers, the bakers, the 
washer-uppers, and the Ukulele Band for 
their entertainment.  

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

Sunday 2nd April: Palm Sunday 
10.00 am Start at the Methodist Church,  
before walking to St Giles for a service of Holy Comunion    
6.00 pm Service of Tenebrae, St Giles 
 
Monday 3rd, Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th April 
7.00 pm Compline, St Giles 
 
Thursday 6th April: Maundy Thursday 
10.00 am Holy Communion, St Giles  
7.30 pm Holy Communion & Stripping of the Altar 
 
Friday 7th April: Good Friday 
10.00 am Hot Cross Bun Service, St Giles (followed by Hot Cross Buns) 
12 noon  - 2.00 pm Church open for Quiet Prayer, St Giles 
2.00 pm - 3.00 pm Reflections of the Cross, St Giles 
7.30 pm Balderton Churches Together, The Methodist Church, Balderton 
 
Sunday 9th April: Easter Sunday 
6.00 am Sunrise Communion Service 
by the river at All Saints, Barnby (followed by breakfast) 
10.00 am Family Communion, All Saints, Coddington 
10.00 am Family Communion, St Giles  

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS: 
St Giles' Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
will be held on Sunday 14th May 2023 at 
4pm in church.   Please could you let us have 
your group reports as soon as possible 
please.  stgilesbalderton@gmail.com 
 
All Saints' Barnby in the Willows will hold 
their meeting on Monday 15th May 2023 at 
7pm in church. 
 
All Saints' Coddington will hold their meeting 
on Tuesday 16th May 2023 at 7pm in 
church.  
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